	[image: image1.jpg]Ble View Layer Settings Plugins Help

JHddmo PESOBEBRRABE v EEHEED- [0

Legend N

& % [ STREETCENTERLINE
e

& % [ POLICE_STATIONS

o
= % @l PARKS

n
= % @ PARKING_LOTS.

£ % 3 MUSEUMS_GALLERIES
.
& % [l LONGTERM_CARE_FACILITI
L
© % B LBRARES
°
& % [l ESCARPMENT
S
& % [ CITY_POOLS
o
& % Bl CITY_PLAYLOTS

o
= % @l CEMETERES
|





	Quantum GIS

Part Two 
In this tutorial we will go over some of the more advanced features of QGIS.

Start a new project session and add all the vector layers from the QGIS_Tutorial_2 – Hamilton folder.  
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 Please turn off the streets, buildings and all point files for now.  We will focus on the parks.
Classifying the Attribute Information

When GIS data has rich attribute information, you can symbolize the classification.  Open up the attribute table for the parks feature to see whether there is any information there you would like to symbolize.  Right click on the Parks feature and open the table.
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Let’s use the TYPE field to symbolize our parks by the type of park it is (natural, sports, passive, historical, etc.).  This will make the different parks more visible on your map.  

Right click on the Parks layer and go to Properties.  In the Legend Type you will see four different ways to set your legend.  Single Symbol is the default and it what we had – one colour for each park.  Graduated symbol and continuous colour would be a colour ramp and would be appropriate for quantitative layers such as income levels.  Because we want to display all the different parks types, we will choose Unique Value.    
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You are classifying the attribute column TYPE, so please select that by the Classification Field.  Click on Classify to retrieve all the different park types.  We will keep the default colours, so click on APPLY and OK to get back to the map.  
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You will now see how the different park types are symbolized by different colours.  [image: image5.png]= x @l PARKS
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Zoom in to the centre of the map to see the parks closer.  Your colours may be different than mine, but your map should look like this:
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For any given park, you can identify it by clicking on the Identification icon at the top right corner of your program.  [image: image7.png]



Now click on any park you are interested in, and you will retrieve the attribute table for that one park.  Although we don’t have time to do this in today’s tutorial, you may want to know that you can search for any fields in the attribute table; you can select specific features; create new shapefiles; edit the shapefiles and much more. 

Adding Geospatial Data from the Internet : Connecting to a Web Map Service (wms)
You are not limited to using only your own data in QGIS.  This program offers the capability of connecting to an internet service that offers geospatial data for loanload.  You will of course need an internet connection at all times.  A WMS connection uses data from an external site, captures the information in an image format, and brings it into your map view.  You can overlay other features on top of the image as it is georeferenced.
Start with a new project.

Open the Word document entitled “WMS Servers”.  This is a page of links that you will be using to copy and paste into your program.  This document is located in your QGIS_Tutorial_2 folder.  
The first link is for the Atlas of Canada.  Copy this link (highlight with mouse and copy).  
To make a WMS connection, go to Layers – Add WMS Layer
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Click on NEW and add the connection information.  
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The Name is ‘Atlas of Canada’.  In the URL field, paste the link that you previously copied from your Word document.  Click OK.
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You will see a very large list of layers that are available for Canada and beyond!  Please choose the first seven layers.  
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Feel free to zoom in to get a closer look.

Now try some of QGIS’ Default Servers.  You will notice in your dropdown list a few extra server names.
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It’s probably best to start a new project every time because the geographical extent and projections may vary.  Remember to create a NEW connection first, type the name of the file, add the url address and then scroll to the appropriate name before you click CONNECT.  Sometimes the websites don’t connect properly, so if that is the case, move on to the next url.
If you have time, try the NASA site.  Pick one layer at a time and right click on the layer and choose “zoom to layer extent” so you have the full product.  
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