
Mapping with Google Fusion Tables 
 
 

You will learn how to transform location information stored in an Excel spreadsheet to a format that 
can be mapped directly with Google Fusion Tables. 

 

Format of Data within the Excel Spreadsheet 
 
 

Open the Excel spreadsheet found within the tutorial package, and see how the information is stored. 
It is very important to follow the proper format when imputing cell data for each heading so that the 
Fusion Tables can read it. For this tutorial, we will use the headings of Name, Address, WiFi and 
DriveThru. The address must include the street number, street name, city, province, and country – in 
that order. The image below displays the correct format of data within the cells. Once all the data is 
correctly imputed, it will be imported into the Google Fusion Tables. Lastly you will learn how to map 
the locations and share them with others. 

 

 
 
Import an Excel table into Google Fusion Tables 

 
1.   Open the home page of Google Drive 
[http://www.google.com/drive/apps.html ] and log in to your Google Account. 
On the home page, click ‘Go to your Drive’ in the top right-hand corner. This will bring you to a 
log in page. Log into your Google Account. If you do not have an account, you will need to 
create one first. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com/drive/apps.html
http://www.google.com/drive/apps.html
http://www.google.com/fusiontables/Home/


 
 
 
Google Fusion is an application that is a part of Google Drive and can be accessed through the 

‘Create’ button. If you do not see the  symbol that represents a fusion table, click ‘Connect 
more apps’ and then select ‘Fusion tables > Connect’.  
 

 
 
2.   Create a Google Fusion Table. 

You will create a Google Fusion table by importing the Excel spreadsheet that is given to you in 
the tutorial package. In Google Drive, click ‘Create’ and then click ‘Fusion Table (exper…)’. 

 
3.   Browse to the Excel File and upload the data table 

In the ‘Import new table’ pop up window, select ‘From this computer’ and browse to find the 
Excel Spreadsheet titled ‘Data Table’. Click ‘Next’ when finished. 



 
4.   Review your table’s information and assign it a name  

Review that the column names are being taken from ‘row 1’, and then click ‘next’.  

 
 

Assign your table a name and fill in other valuable information as shown below, then click 
‘Finish’. 



 
5.   The imported table will look like the image below. 

Your imported table will be available under the ‘Rows 1’ tab. Note that Google Fusion 
automatically recognizes the address and highlights the locations in yellow. Check to 
make sure all addresses are highlighted.  



6.   Editing Information in Fusion Tables 
Under the ‘Cards 1’ tab, you can edit the attribute information that is available for each Tim 
Horton’s location. They can be filtered to omit unnecessary information based on your mapping 
needs. Within this tab, there are also options to delete, or create duplicates of specific locations.    

 
 

 
7. Create a new table view. 

To change the table view, from the ‘File’ menu select ‘Create View’. Here you can select the 
columns that you want to display and assign a name to the table view.  For example, you can 
make a new table omitting WIFI information.  



Mapping the Tim Horton’s Locations 
 

8.   Geocoding the Tim Horton’s locations. 
Click the ‘Map of Addresses’ tab. This will start the address geocoding process automatically. 
Please wait for a few minutes until it finishes. 

 
 

 
9.   Obtain Additional Information for the Locations. 

You can zoom in and click on one of the icons to acquire additional information for individual 
Tim Horton’s. It will display the information that is available in the columns from your original 
table.  
 

 
 

 



Creating a Query 
 

 
10.   Display Selected Locations 

With Google Fusion tables, you have the option of querying the data and then displaying it on 
the map. To create a query, click on the ‘Filter’ tab in the top left-hand corner of the map.  

 
 

11. Set the Query Criteria 
Set a condition by clicking on the attribute you wish to query, for example, ‘WIFI’. This opens 
a pop-up on the left-hand side of the page. Check off ‘Yes’ for ‘WIFI’ which will only show 
locations which have this attribute. Immediately you will notice a change in the map - only the 
Tim Horton’s locations with WIFI are shown.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



12. Change the Icon Style. 
You can make changes to the symbol style for the Tim Horton’s locations. For instance, under 
the ‘Configure map’ section to the left of the map, click ‘Change feature style…’ This will open 
up a pop-up that contains options for you to change the style of the icon. Under ‘Points’, 
change the icon from its original colour (‘small_red’) to ‘small_blue’. 
 

 
 

 
Sharing Your Table and Map 

 
13. Set up the Sharing Settings 

On the top right side of the page, click ‘Share’. In the ‘Share setting’ windows, set ‘who 
has access’ from ‘Private’ to ‘Public on the web’ by clicking ‘Change…’. 



 
 

 
 

14. Share the Link with Others via E-mail 
On the top right side of the page, click ‘Share’ and then copy and paste the link into your e-mail. 

 
15. Export the Locations out in KML Format 

Additionally, you can export the locations out as a KML file.  In the top left-hand corner of the 
page, click ‘File > Download’.   



 
 

This will open up a pop-up window as shown below.  Select KML and click ‘Download’.  
 

 
Save the file and view it in Google Earth or share it with others.  
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