Finding Conference Proceedings: Web of Science and the Conference Proceedings Index
Part 1:
This video will assist you with identifying conference proceedings from within a database, introduce you to the Web of Science Conference Proceedings Index, and demonstrate how to begin a search for a proceeding article from within a database. 

We’ll start from the main search page in Web of Science
Web of Science is a large multi-disciplinary collection of databases.
At the bottom of the page are the databases selected by default.

Here you can see that the Conference Proceedings Index for Science and Conference Proceedings Index for Social Science and Humanities will be searched, along with three other standard Web of Science indexes. 

The Conference Proceedings Index covers conference literature from over 110 000 conferences from 1990 to present. 
Select the databases that apply to your search and leave out any that aren’t relevant. 

However, for the purpose of the video, I’m going to leave them all selected. 

[Return to top of search page]

To begin, I’m going to look for resources related to noise pollution, specifically, noise agglomerations. 
To do this, I’ll enter the search term “noise agglomerations” in the first search box and leave the search type as topic, in the first drop down box. 
Clicking on the “search” button below the boxes launches the search.
There are ten results and the second one fits my topic well. 

To view more detailed information about the article including the abstract, click on the article title. 

There are a number of pieces of information provided by the database to indicate this is a conference paper. 

Conference information is provided and shows that the paper was part of the 4th Workshop on Physical Agents Environmental Monitoring in Vercelli Italy.
Also, the document type is listed as a “proceedings paper”.

This can be found just below the abstract.

So, it’s a paper from a conference proceeding, but does the uWaterloo Library have access to it?
The quickest way to check from within this database is to click on the “Get it @ Waterloo” link, located just below the article title in the top left of the screen. 
“Get it @ Waterloo” links into the library and allows you to check for electronic and print versions of the item. 
[SFX window opens]

In this case, it shows there are three providers of the electronic full text. 

If no electronic options had been found, check for print holdings using the “Primo” or “TRELLIS” links below. 
I’ll select the “Scholar’s Portal” option.
I’m taken to an electronic copy of the article and can download the PDF to my computer, by clicking on the PDF link above the abstract. 

[Return to WOS]

I’ve returned to Web of Science and the results of a search for noise and air pollution in Vancouver. 
I want more details for the first result: “Assessing Chronic Exposure to Noise and Air Pollution in Greater Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada”. 

Therefore, I’ll click on the title. 
Here conference information and document type is located about midway down the page.
 Under document type is the term “meeting abstract”. 
This indicates that the paper is only available as an abstract and that a full article wasn’t published or developed. 

This is not uncommon with conference proceedings. 

However, let’s follow the “Get it @ Waterloo” link in the top left to confirm the situation. 

I’ll select the “Journals @ OVID” under the “Full Text” list.

The full text refers to the fact that the library has electronic access to the journal “Epidemiology”, in which the conference abstract is contained. 

[Enter Epidemiology via Journals @ OVID]

However, as indicated in WOS, the paper is only available as an abstract. 

This concludes “Finding Conference Proceedings with Web of Science and the Conference Proceedings Index” part one. 
Part two of this screencast video series will discuss verification of citation information and demonstrate a more complicated search for a proceeding indexed by Web of Science. 
For additional help with finding conference proceedings:

Refer to the Conference Proceeding Library Guide

Contact your Subject Librarian

Use “Ask a Librarian” found on the left navigation menu of the library homepage @ www.lib.uwaterloo.ca
